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The number of candidates attempting that question


Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.
However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.


Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.


Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question


Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.


Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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SECTION A: 30 marks

Answer all the following questions.

The passage on the opposite page, ‘The Lion King’, is an account of a visit to Shamwari Reserve
by Georgie Thompson.

The separate Resource Material for use with Section A is a newspaper article, ‘South Africa’s 
Animal Rescue’, by Britt Collins.

Read lines 1-29 of ‘The Lion King’ by Georgie Thompson on the opposite page.

A1.	 What did Georgie Thompson think and feel during her visit to Shamwari Reserve?	 [10]

You must use evidence from the text to support your answer.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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The Lion King

“Welcome to Shamwari Reserve,” I was told by my hosts when I arrived. “The 
lions are looking forward to meeting you.”
Many people will never get the chance to experience what I and my flatmate – 
Sky News presenter Sarah Mee – did that day. The big cats on the reserve are 
rare and endangered so when Sarah and I were offered the chance to see them 
in as natural a habitat as you could hope to find them, we didn’t think twice.
There is absolutely nothing like a safari holiday to remind you of your place in the 
world. It tends to put life, particularly your own, into perspective.
Mine was certainly brought into sharp focus during our stop at the Shamwari 
Reserve near Port Elizabeth. On our first game drive, we encountered a pride of 
lions feasting on their kill – a couple of warthogs – and we thought our days were 
numbered when Jules, our guide, left us on a ledge while he went on a search 
for the best possible angles for us to see the hunted and the hunters.
We saw lions stalk, sleep and eat and we were reminded of how small we are in 
the grand scheme of things – all the more so here because there was no fence 
to keep us from them, or them from us. 
These are ferocious wild beasts – and we were grateful for the space that kept 
them from making us breakfast. My mortality was made abundantly clear to me 
by these huge, beautiful kings among animals.
This knowledge only made the experience of being on their patch all the more 
special. The sense of danger is one of the reasons a safari is such an adventure; 
the unpredictability is one of the key attractions.
You can make a safari holiday even more magical by enjoying it in extreme 
luxury, and this is what Shamwari offers in abundance.
There are several lodges you can choose – from those designed for families 
to those built with celebrities in mind. We stayed in Eagles Crag, a series of 
luxurious lodges each carefully positioned far enough from the next for complete 
privacy. The individual plunge pools were a very welcome treat after a long 
morning tracking animals.
Conservation is the watchword at Shamwari, with the education of future 
generations fundamental to the philosophy of Johan Joubert and John O’Brien, 
who run the park. The famous Born Free Foundation is based at Shamwari 
and two sanctuaries on site house lions that have previously been mistreated, 
malnourished and held captive in awful environments. Here they see out their 
final years in far more comfortable surroundings. We were touched in particular 
by one lioness, Achee, who had been rescued from a French Circus. Such was 
the poor quality of her care as a cub that she was unable to walk properly and 
had no chance of being released into the wild.
There is also an animal hospital on the reserve where Johan carries out his 
duties as a real-life Doctor Dolittle. When we met him, he stumbled into lunch 
wearing a plaster cast on his right leg. He told us he had been walking in the 
bush, alone and without a phone, when he tripped and fell, breaking his leg. He 
was rescued hours later, having avoided an encounter with anything carnivorous 
by hugging the perimeter fence. What a man!

Georgie Thompson

© The Mail on Sunday

© WJEC CBAC Ltd. Turn over.

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40





Sticky Note
Limited range / coverage. A few valid points. 

3 Marks.





Sticky Note
Some range of valid points. Some cohesion / clarity but not always precise. 

6 Marks.





Sticky Note
Some range and cohesion. Loses focus slightly. 

6 Marks.





Sticky Note
Concise and focused. Selects a good range of relevant material. 

8 Marks. 





Sticky Note
Concise with a good focus on the text and the question selects well. 

8 Marks. 





Sticky Note
Clear and thorough excellent selection. Concise. 

10 Marks. 
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SECTION A: 30 marks

Answer all the following questions.

Now read the article ‘South Africa’s Animal Rescue’ by Britt Collins in the separate Resource 
Material.

A2.	How does Britt Collins try to show that Shamwari Reserve is “an important force for good”?
[10]

You must use evidence from the text to support your answer.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.



The following morning, we met the so-called Big Cat doctor, Johan Joubert. He had a 
fresh scar across his cheek from a close encounter with a lioness that didn’t take too 
kindly to his treatment table. He runs the Born Free centre which nurses traumatised 
animals that have been rescued from captivity. He also oversees an armed unit that 
acts as a deterrent to poachers. Working as a resident vet and wildlife manager since 
1995, Dr Joubert has had many scrapes with the wildlife.

‘The scariest thing happened when I was walking through the bush and this angry 
black rhino came out of nowhere. I scrambled up the nearest tree, which unfortunately 
was a prickly pear. I was in agony because I was covered in thorns and then my mobile 
went off and the rhino went mad and charged the tree. I fell out of the tree onto her 
back and she tried to gore me. Fortunately, I got away with a few cuts and bruises.’

After showing us the lions sunbathing in their compound, the Big Cat Doctor took us to 
a hiding place to see a leopard. He spotted this shy, elusive cat lurking in the bushes. 
‘Don’t try this at home,’ he whispered, before creeping towards the leopard, clutching 
the rifle he said he had never used. The leopard, overcome by curiosity, peered out. 
Encounters such as this are, he says, one of the thrills of the natural world.

The next day we were whisked off to Born Free to meet the lions. We were told about 
their harrowing experiences in circuses and zoos by one of the staff. As we walked 
past the lion cubs, they thrust 
their paws through the fence 
in search of the touch of 
another mammal. Playful and 
curious, they were abandoned 
pets, found in an empty flat in 
Romania.

We were introduced to a lively 
baby elephant that was saved 
by rangers when his mother 
died. Like humans, baby 
elephants need constant 
care so the staff take turns in 
sleeping beside him, getting 
up to feed him when he cries. 
In a neighbouring enclosure, I fed milk to a two-month-old giraffe from a litre bottle, 
though at seven feet tall, he towered over me.

Leaving Born Free, we found ourselves in a gridlock of elephants crossing the road. 
The driver switched off his engine and we sat in silence, watching these grey ghosts of 
Africa melting into the dusk.

Britt Collins

Images: © Image Source/Getty. www.shamwari.com
Article: Copyright Guardian News & Media Ltd. 2010

At the Shamwari Reserve in South Africa, rescued animals recover 
from ill-treatment in zoos and circuses, and humans are quite well 
treated too.

‘Get here before sunset.’ The warning loomed in my mind as we raced the fading light 
across the rugged landscape towards Shamwari Reserve.

As we reached the dirt road 
at the entrance, the sky 
darkened and a sleek, tawny-
and-white animal I’d never 
seen before skittered across 
our path. We stopped to let 
her pass undisturbed, but she 
stopped and stared at us, her 
liquid eyes glowing in the dark. 
This animal, an oryx, makes 
a life for itself in the harshest 
conditions – a reminder of why 
we’d gone there.

Stretching across 61,000 
acres of bush, Shamwari is a 
rare mixture of luxury game park and animal sanctuary. Here you can spot wildlife or 
do volunteer work at the Born Free Foundation, where lions and leopards that have 
been mistreated in captivity are resettled. On the edge of the reserve, Born Free 
offers volunteers a chance to help tend the big cats and other rescue animals such as 
orphaned antelopes and giraffes.

We ate dinner by a crackling fire and were escorted to our lodge by an armed guard, 
there to protect us from any predators. Monkeys darted across the paths and at our 
door, the guard reminded us to lock the windows and doors at night as ‘the monkeys 
will swoop in and steal everything’. Our romantic lodge had all the comforts of a hotel: 
vintage copper bath, four-poster bed and a private sundeck. Beyond the glass doors, 
the trees and grassland stirred with the rustlings of the wild.

Shamwari is an important force for good. It immerses volunteers in one of South Africa’s 
last great wilderness areas, where they can do a little of everything from the exciting 
and the dramatic (helping vets to nurse the casualties of forest fires or putting radio 
collars on predators) to the practical (maintenance work). When we arrived, there were 
many young people hard at work with the staff, clearing scrub and repairing fences.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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Sticky Note
A limited range of valid points. Not always focused on the question. 

4 Marks. 





Sticky Note
Not always focused but some selection and a little "how".

6 Marks.





Sticky Note
A reasonable selection of material. Some focus on the question. No real grasp of method. 

6 Marks.





Sticky Note
A lot of appropriate, well-selected detail a genuine and mostly successful attempt to address "how". 

9 Marks. 





Sticky Note
A good selection of factual content, sees method.

9 Marks. 





Sticky Note
Detailed and totally focused on the question. Subtle and insightful. Grasps method too. 

10 Marks.
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SECTION A: 30 marks

Answer all the following questions.

To answer the next question you will need to refer to both texts.

A3.	 Compare and contrast what the two writers say about Johan Joubert.	 [10]

You must make it clear from which text you get your information.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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The Lion King

“Welcome to Shamwari Reserve,” I was told by my hosts when I arrived. “The 
lions are looking forward to meeting you.”
Many people will never get the chance to experience what I and my flatmate – 
Sky News presenter Sarah Mee – did that day. The big cats on the reserve are 
rare and endangered so when Sarah and I were offered the chance to see them 
in as natural a habitat as you could hope to find them, we didn’t think twice.
There is absolutely nothing like a safari holiday to remind you of your place in the 
world. It tends to put life, particularly your own, into perspective.
Mine was certainly brought into sharp focus during our stop at the Shamwari 
Reserve near Port Elizabeth. On our first game drive, we encountered a pride of 
lions feasting on their kill – a couple of warthogs – and we thought our days were 
numbered when Jules, our guide, left us on a ledge while he went on a search 
for the best possible angles for us to see the hunted and the hunters.
We saw lions stalk, sleep and eat and we were reminded of how small we are in 
the grand scheme of things – all the more so here because there was no fence 
to keep us from them, or them from us. 
These are ferocious wild beasts – and we were grateful for the space that kept 
them from making us breakfast. My mortality was made abundantly clear to me 
by these huge, beautiful kings among animals.
This knowledge only made the experience of being on their patch all the more 
special. The sense of danger is one of the reasons a safari is such an adventure; 
the unpredictability is one of the key attractions.
You can make a safari holiday even more magical by enjoying it in extreme 
luxury, and this is what Shamwari offers in abundance.
There are several lodges you can choose – from those designed for families 
to those built with celebrities in mind. We stayed in Eagles Crag, a series of 
luxurious lodges each carefully positioned far enough from the next for complete 
privacy. The individual plunge pools were a very welcome treat after a long 
morning tracking animals.
Conservation is the watchword at Shamwari, with the education of future 
generations fundamental to the philosophy of Johan Joubert and John O’Brien, 
who run the park. The famous Born Free Foundation is based at Shamwari 
and two sanctuaries on site house lions that have previously been mistreated, 
malnourished and held captive in awful environments. Here they see out their 
final years in far more comfortable surroundings. We were touched in particular 
by one lioness, Achee, who had been rescued from a French Circus. Such was 
the poor quality of her care as a cub that she was unable to walk properly and 
had no chance of being released into the wild.
There is also an animal hospital on the reserve where Johan carries out his 
duties as a real-life Doctor Dolittle. When we met him, he stumbled into lunch 
wearing a plaster cast on his right leg. He told us he had been walking in the 
bush, alone and without a phone, when he tripped and fell, breaking his leg. He 
was rescued hours later, having avoided an encounter with anything carnivorous 
by hugging the perimeter fence. What a man!

Georgie Thompson

© The Mail on Sunday
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The following morning, we met the so-called Big Cat doctor, Johan Joubert. He had a 
fresh scar across his cheek from a close encounter with a lioness that didn’t take too 
kindly to his treatment table. He runs the Born Free centre which nurses traumatised 
animals that have been rescued from captivity. He also oversees an armed unit that 
acts as a deterrent to poachers. Working as a resident vet and wildlife manager since 
1995, Dr Joubert has had many scrapes with the wildlife.

‘The scariest thing happened when I was walking through the bush and this angry 
black rhino came out of nowhere. I scrambled up the nearest tree, which unfortunately 
was a prickly pear. I was in agony because I was covered in thorns and then my mobile 
went off and the rhino went mad and charged the tree. I fell out of the tree onto her 
back and she tried to gore me. Fortunately, I got away with a few cuts and bruises.’

After showing us the lions sunbathing in their compound, the Big Cat Doctor took us to 
a hiding place to see a leopard. He spotted this shy, elusive cat lurking in the bushes. 
‘Don’t try this at home,’ he whispered, before creeping towards the leopard, clutching 
the rifle he said he had never used. The leopard, overcome by curiosity, peered out. 
Encounters such as this are, he says, one of the thrills of the natural world.

The next day we were whisked off to Born Free to meet the lions. We were told about 
their harrowing experiences in circuses and zoos by one of the staff. As we walked 
past the lion cubs, they thrust 
their paws through the fence 
in search of the touch of 
another mammal. Playful and 
curious, they were abandoned 
pets, found in an empty flat in 
Romania.

We were introduced to a lively 
baby elephant that was saved 
by rangers when his mother 
died. Like humans, baby 
elephants need constant 
care so the staff take turns in 
sleeping beside him, getting 
up to feed him when he cries. 
In a neighbouring enclosure, I fed milk to a two-month-old giraffe from a litre bottle, 
though at seven feet tall, he towered over me.

Leaving Born Free, we found ourselves in a gridlock of elephants crossing the road. 
The driver switched off his engine and we sat in silence, watching these grey ghosts of 
Africa melting into the dusk.

Britt Collins

Images: © Image Source/Getty. www.shamwari.com
Article: Copyright Guardian News & Media Ltd. 2010

At the Shamwari Reserve in South Africa, rescued animals recover 
from ill-treatment in zoos and circuses, and humans are quite well 
treated too.

‘Get here before sunset.’ The warning loomed in my mind as we raced the fading light 
across the rugged landscape towards Shamwari Reserve.

As we reached the dirt road 
at the entrance, the sky 
darkened and a sleek, tawny-
and-white animal I’d never 
seen before skittered across 
our path. We stopped to let 
her pass undisturbed, but she 
stopped and stared at us, her 
liquid eyes glowing in the dark. 
This animal, an oryx, makes 
a life for itself in the harshest 
conditions – a reminder of why 
we’d gone there.

Stretching across 61,000 
acres of bush, Shamwari is a 
rare mixture of luxury game park and animal sanctuary. Here you can spot wildlife or 
do volunteer work at the Born Free Foundation, where lions and leopards that have 
been mistreated in captivity are resettled. On the edge of the reserve, Born Free 
offers volunteers a chance to help tend the big cats and other rescue animals such as 
orphaned antelopes and giraffes.

We ate dinner by a crackling fire and were escorted to our lodge by an armed guard, 
there to protect us from any predators. Monkeys darted across the paths and at our 
door, the guard reminded us to lock the windows and doors at night as ‘the monkeys 
will swoop in and steal everything’. Our romantic lodge had all the comforts of a hotel: 
vintage copper bath, four-poster bed and a private sundeck. Beyond the glass doors, 
the trees and grassland stirred with the rustlings of the wild.

Shamwari is an important force for good. It immerses volunteers in one of South Africa’s 
last great wilderness areas, where they can do a little of everything from the exciting 
and the dramatic (helping vets to nurse the casualties of forest fires or putting radio 
collars on predators) to the practical (maintenance work). When we arrived, there were 
many young people hard at work with the staff, clearing scrub and repairing fences.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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Sticky Note
Limited detail a little x-ref. Uneasy focus / organisation. 

3 Marks. 





Sticky Note
Not very well developed / supported. Some valid points, some clear x-ref.

6 Marks.





Sticky Note
Some valid points / collates material. X-ref not particularly sharp. 

6 Marks.





Sticky Note
Able to x-ref. Selects relevant material. Coherent. 

8 Marks.





Sticky Note
Quite a lot of valid detail. Able to x-ref. Coherent. Not sharp or organised enough for top marks.

8 Marks. 





Sticky Note
Valid detail. Some precise x-ref. Clearly organised. 

10 Marks.
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SECTION B : 30 marks

In this section you will be assessed for the quality of your writing skills.

Half of the marks are awarded for content and organisation; half of the marks are awarded for 
sentence structure, punctuation and spelling.

Think about the purpose and audience for your writing.

You should aim to write about 350-500 words.

B1.	 Your school wants to raise money for charity.

You have the chance to speak in an assembly to persuade the school to support a charity of 
your choice. You could consider charities such as Oxfam, Children in Need or the Born Free 
Foundation, but you may have an idea of your own.

You might consider:

• why it is a good charity to support;
• why and how students should get involved.

Write what you would say.	 [30]

The space below can be used to plan your work.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.





Sticky Note
Understands the purpose of the task. Aware of audience. Some relevant material. Informs / tries to persuade limited. Clearly / mostly fluent. Some errors.

8 + 8 = 16 Marks. 





Sticky Note
Understands the purpose of the task. Persona? Appeals to audience (quite emotional and has impact). A few suggestions to raise money (undeveloped). Some errors / occasional loss of control but mostly clear / fluent. The dreaded semi-colon!

10 + 10 = 20





Sticky Note
Understands the task. Adapts original material. Emotional appeal to audience. Has impact. Some practical suggestions (but less assured). Clear and fluent with only a few errors. 

12 + 13 = 25 Marks





Sticky Note
Sophisticated content / approach. Tone is earnest / polite. Well-judged. Sensible practical suggestions. Easy control. A few errors. 

14 + 14 = 28 Marks. 
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Section A (30 marks) 
 
 


 Read lines 1-29 of ‘The Lion King’ by Georgie Thompson on the opposite page. 
 
A1. What did Georgie Thompson think and feel during her visit to Shamwari Reserve?  


 [10] 
 


This question tests knowledge and use of text and inference / interpretation. It also tests 
appreciation of language. 


 
0 marks: nothing worthy of credit 


 
Give 1 mark to those who make simple comments or unsupported assertions with 
occasional reference to the text, or copy unselectively. These answers will struggle to 
engage with the text and/or the question. 


 
Give 2-4 marks, according to quality, to those who make some valid comments and/or 
show limited range. These answers may be thin or tending to be unselective in their choice 
of textual material. 


 
Give 5-7 marks, according to quality, to those who select a range of appropriate detail from 
the text to show clear understanding. These answers should show cohesion and 
coherence.  


 
Give 8-10 marks, according to quality, to those who select appropriate detail from the text 
to sustain a valid interpretation. These answers should be thorough as well as methodical, 
covering a range of points accurately. Look for clarity and coherence in these answers. 


 
Some points candidates may explore: 


 she thinks she is fortunate/privileged to be there (not many people get the chance to 
do what she did) / lucky / honoured / adventure of a lifetime 


 she thinks it puts life into perspective (it reminds you of your place in the world)  


 she thought the lions were “ferocious” animals 


  she thought her ‘days were numbered’ when she was left with the lions 
(afraid/vulnerable) 


 it was a humbling experience which reminded her of how small we are in the ‘grand 
scheme of things’ 


 she was grateful for the space that saved her from being breakfast  


 she thought the lions were ‘beautiful kings’ of the animal world 


 being with them was “special” 


 she was aware of her mortality 


 she felt excited by the danger 


 she was attracted by the unpredictability 


 she thought the luxury made the place even more ‘magical’ 


 she appreciated the ‘complete privacy’ of her lodge 


 she liked the plunge pools 
 


This is not a checklist and the question must be marked in levels of response. Look for 
and reward valid alternatives. 
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Now read ‘South Africa’s Animal Rescue’ by Britt Collins in the separate 
Resource Material. 
 


A2. How does Britt Collins try to show that Shamwari Wildlife Reserve is ‘an 
important force for good’? [10] 
 


This question tests the ability to read with insight and engagement, to make 
appropriate references to texts and to sustain an interpretation. It also tests 
understanding of linguistic and structural devices. 
 


0 marks: nothing worthy of credit. 
 


Give 1 mark to those who make simple comments or unsupported assertions with 
occasional reference to the text, or copy unselectively. These answers will struggle to 
engage with the question and/or the text.  
 


Give 2-4 marks, according to quality, to those who make some valid comments 
based on surface features of the text and/or show limited development. These 
answers may be thin or tending to be unselective in their choice of textual material, or 
use unsupported/inappropriate spotting of devices. 
 


Give 5-7 marks, according to quality, to those who make valid comments based on a 
selection of appropriate detail from the text. These answers will probably rely on 
spotting factual content, but better answers will be relevant, cohesive and selective. 
 


Give 8-10 marks, according to quality, to those who explore the text in detail and 
make valid comments/inferences. The best answers should combine specific detail 
with overview and show understanding of authorial methods and/or 
language/structure. 
 


Some points candidates may explore: 


 it is an animal sanctuary where rescued animals recover from ill-treatment (a refuge) 


 It allows freedom (space) for animals to roam 


 people can do volunteer work at the Born Free Foundation helping mistreated 
animals/develop skills/educational/benefits the volunteers 


 protects/preserves one of the ‘last great wilderness areas’ 


 the work helps and monitors animals (casualties of forest fires and predators) 


 the work is valuable with tangible results 


 it is the base for the Born Free centre 


 rescued and traumatised animals are helped 


 poachers are deterred by an armed unit 


 the rifle has never been used (animals are observed and protected but not 
harmed) 


 the animals have had ‘harrowing experiences’ in circuses and zoos 


 lion cubs which were horribly mistreated are now ‘playful and curious’ / they seek 
the ‘touch’ of another mammal 


 a baby elephant was saved by the rangers 


 the driver switches off the engine to allow the elephants to pass undisturbed 


 a range of animals treated with respect and compassion 
 


Method 


 she suggests it is good for the volunteers as well the animals (overview) 


 she uses specific examples of how Shamwari does good for animals 


 she contrasts the treatment at Shamwari with zoos and circuses 


 she paints a picture of unselfish care and consideration (sentimental) 


 language (sanctuary, traumatised and so on) 


 blunt tone of “an important force for good” 
 


This is not a checklist and the question must be marked in levels of response. Look 
for and reward valid alternatives. 
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To answer this question you will need to refer to both texts. 
 


A3.  Compare and contrast what these two writers say about Johan Joubert.      
 


You must make it clear from which text you get your information.            [10] 
 


This question tests the ability to select material appropriate to purpose, to collate material 
from different sources and make cross-references. 


 


0 marks: nothing worthy of credit 
 


Give 1 mark to those who copy unselectively with little sense of the question (fails to 
identify writers/texts at all).  


 


Give 2-4 marks, according to quality, to those who identify the writers/texts in some way 
and see a limited range of points, showing at least some ability to make comparisons. 


 


Give 5-7 marks, according to quality, to those who clearly identify the texts/writers and 
see a range of valid points, organising the answer clearly and appropriately to collate 
material from different sources. Better answers should make comparisons and cross-
references. 


 


Give 8-10 marks, according to quality, to those who clearly identify the writers/texts and 
see a wide range of valid points, organising the answer clearly and appropriately to 
collate material from different sources and make precise cross-references. These 
answers will be clear and coherent, making a purposeful selection of material from the 
texts. 


 


Points in each text for candidates to compare/contrast: 
 


Georgie Thompson: 


 he runs the park 


 focus on a wider range of work 


 he believes in conservation (it is his ‘watchword’) 


 he believes in the education of future generations 


 he is committed to animal welfare (Born Free is based in the reserve) 


 he is a vet and works in the animal hospital (Dr. Doolittle) 


 he is brave/foolhardy (walking in the bush alone with no phone) 


 he knows how to stay alive / resourceful 


 he is quite a man 
 


Britt Collins 


 he is wildlife manager at Shamwari 


 he is resident vet (Big Cat Doctor) 


 he takes real risks to help the animals (the fresh scar from the lioness shows his 
courage) 


 he runs the Born Free centre (he is compassionate) 


 he also runs an armed unit (he is brave/determined/tough) 


 he is modest/plays down the danger (a few cuts and bruises!) 


 focus on work with animals 


 he has sense of humour (‘don’t try this at home’) 


 he cares about the animals (he has never used the rifle) 


 he genuinely is thrilled by the wildlife 
 


Both texts 


 both admire Joubert 


 both mention that Joubert is really caring/compassionate about animals 


 both stress his commitment to animal welfare 


 both mention his work in the animal hospital as a vet 


 both mention that he is a risk taker (brave/foolhardy) / daring  


 both mention injuries (in his stride) 
 


This is not a checklist and the question must be marked in levels of response. Look for 
and reward valid alternatives. 
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Section B (30 marks) 


 
The following descriptors have to be applied using the notion of 'best-fit' and there is no intention to 
create a hierarchy of writing styles or content. The band descriptor that most closely describes the 
quality of the work should be selected:  
 


 where the candidate's work convincingly meets the statement, the highest mark should be 
awarded;  


 where the candidate's work adequately meets the statement, the most appropriate mark in the 
middle range should be awarded;  


 where the candidate's work just meets the statement, the lowest mark should be awarded.  
 
Examiners should use the full range of marks available to them and award full marks in any band 
for work that meets that descriptor. The marks on either side of the middle mark(s) for 'adequately 
met' should be used where the standard is lower or higher than 'adequate' but not the highest or 
lowest mark in the band.  
 
Marking should be positive, rewarding achievement rather than penalising failure or omissions. The 
awarding of marks must be directly related to the marking criteria.  
The candidates themselves set the level of difficulty in terms of the choice of content, form and 
structure as well as in use of language. Successful execution must be considered in relation to 
ambition; individual interpretations should be judged on their writing merits.  
We cannot be too rigid in our suggestions about the length of answers, but responses which are 
very short will be self-penalising. Be prepared for the unexpected approach.  
 
The total mark for Section B (/30) will be given by awarding two marks:  


 content and organisation (15 marks);  


 sentence structure, punctuation and spelling, (15 marks)  
 
It is presumed that candidates attaining Band 2 and above will have achieved the criteria 
listed in the previous band(s). Fine tuning of the mark within a band will be made on the 
basis of a 'best fit' procedure, weaknesses in some areas being compensated for by 
strengths in others.  
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Section B (30 marks) 
 


B1. Your school wants to raise money for charity. 
You have the chance to speak in an assembly to persuade the school to support a 
charity of your choice. You could consider charities such as Oxfam, Children in Need 
or the Born Free Foundation, but you may have an idea of your own. 


 


You might consider: 
• why it is a good charity to support; 
• why and how students should get involved. 


 


Write what you would say.  [30] 
 


Content and organisation (15 marks)  
 


0 marks: nothing worthy of credit  
 


Band 1  1-3 marks  


 basic awareness of the purpose and format of the task  


 some awareness of the reader / intended audience  


 some relevant content despite uneven coverage of the topic  


 simple sequencing of ideas provides some coherence  


 paragraphs may be used to show obvious divisions or group ideas into some order  


 there is a limited range of vocabulary with little variation of word choice for meaning or 
effect  


 


Band 2  4-7 marks  


 shows awareness of the purpose and format of the task  


 shows awareness of the reader / intended audience  


 a sense of purpose shown in content coverage and some reasons are given in 
support of opinions and ideas  


 sequencing of ideas provides coherence  


 paragraphs are logically ordered and sequenced (e.g. topic sentences are supported 
by relevant detail)  


 a clear attempt to adapt style to purpose / audience  


 there is some range of vocabulary, occasionally selected to convey precise meaning 
or to create effect  


 


Band 3  8-11 marks  


 shows clear understanding of the purpose and format of the task  


 shows clear awareness of the reader / intended audience  


 clear sense of purpose shown in content coverage; appropriate reasons given in 
support of opinions / ideas  


 ideas are shaped into coherent arguments  


 paragraphs are used consciously to structure the writing  


 style is adapted to purpose / audience  


 there is a range of vocabulary selected to convey precise meaning or to create effect  
 


Band 4  12-15 marks  


 shows sophisticated understanding of the purpose and format of the task  


 shows sustained awareness of the reader / intended audience  


 content coverage is well-judged, detailed and pertinent  


 arguments are convincingly developed and supported by relevant detail  


 ideas are selected and prioritised to construct sophisticated argument  


 paragraphs are effectively varied in length and structure to control progression  


 confident and sophisticated use of a range of stylistic devices adapted to 
purpose/audience  


 a wide range of appropriate, ambitious vocabulary is used to create effect or convey 
precise meaning 
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Sentence structure, punctuation and spelling (15 marks)  
  
0 marks: nothing worthy of credit  
 
 


Band 1  1-3 mark  


 sentences are mostly simple or compound  


 compound sentences are linked or sequenced by conjunctions such as ‘and’ or ‘so’  


 punctuation (full stops, commas, capital letters to demarcate sentences) is attempted 
where appropriate and with some accuracy  


 the spelling of simple words is usually accurate  


 control of tense and agreement is uneven  
 
Band 2  4-7 marks  


 sentences are varied and both compound and complex sentences are used  


 there is use of some subordination to achieve clarity and economy  


 some control of a range of punctuation, including the punctuation of direct speech  


 the spelling of simple and polysyllabic words is usually accurate  


 control of tense and agreement is generally secure  
 
Band 3  8-11 marks  


 a range of grammatical structures is used to vary the length and focus of sentences  


 simple, compound and complex sentences are used to achieve particular effects  


 a range of punctuation is used accurately to structure sentences and texts, sometimes to 
create deliberate effects, including parenthetic commas  


 most spelling, including that of irregular words, is usually correct  


 control of tense and agreement is secure  
 
Band 4  12-15 marks  


 there is appropriate and effective variation of sentence structure  


 there is a sophisticated use of simple, compound and complex sentences to achieve 
particular effects  


 accurate punctuation is used to vary pace, clarify meaning, avoid ambiguity and create 
deliberate effects  


 virtually all spelling, including that of complex irregular words, is correct  


 tense changes are used confidently and purposefully  
 
  







© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 


38 


Good answers may include some of the following features: 
 


 clear understanding of format/task 


 a sustained sense of register and purpose which meets the requirement for a talk (for 
example, a lively, opinionated or passionate approach) 


 positioning and establishing a relationship with the reader via devices such as asides, 
questions, humour, use of active or passive voice and other devices (clear sense of 
engagement with audience) 


 a clear and coherent approach/viewpoint (perhaps looking in detail at some aspects of the 
topic or ranging more widely) 


 a logical structure within which any arguments are pursued effectively and clearly 


 an evident sense of cohesion with material linked effectively (use of 
connectives/subordination) 


 a range of appropriate and well-selected details to illustrate and give substance to ideas and 
opinions (skilful use of facts/figures/anecdotes) 


 some development of ideas and opinions to give substance to the writing 


 ability to move from the general to the particular or vice-versa (specific examples used 
within a coherent approach to the topic) 


 expression is clear and controlled (the best answers will show ambition and sophistication 
as well as accuracy) 


 
Less successful answers may be characterised by some of the following features: 
 


 uncertain grasp of task/format 


 uncertain sense of purpose and register (for example, ignoring the requirement for a talk) 


 very limited awareness of the reader/audience 


 less secure control of structure (uncertain or random sequencing) 


 content is thin, brief and lacking substance (perhaps uncertain in direction) 


 a tendency for details to be handled in isolation with limited sense of linking or cohesion 
(uneasy with connectives/subordination) 


 details are thin or generalised with little sense of development (for example, a single 
sentence for each topic such as everyone wants to help people like this) 


 limited development of ideas/opinions and a tendency to simple assertion 


 expression lacks fluency and clarity (a tendency to be awkward and limited)  


 errors are basic and/or numerous 
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